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Vrindavani Vastra: The lost heritage of
Last Issue Assam coming home  Heramba Nath

But such efforts
have always encountered
obstacles, both logistical
and legal.

The British Mu-
seum, like many such in-
stitutions, operates under
strict regulations that pre-
vent permanent repatria-
tion of artefacts, even
when their provenance is
connected to colonial ac-
quisition. The most that
could be negotiated was a
temporary loan, and even
that required assurance
that Assam had the mu-
seum infrastructure ca-
pable of preserving such a
delicate textile. It is pre-
cisely here that the latest
development assumes
importance. For the first
time, the British Museum
has agreed to lend the
Vastra, subject to the es-
tablishment of world-class
facilities in Assam with ap-
propriate humidity, tem-
perature, and light con-
trols, alongside state-of-
the-art security.

The announce-
ment made by Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa
Sarma marks a watershed
moment. In 2027, Assam
will finally be able to host
this cultural jewel for eigh-

teen months. The respon-
sibility, however, is im-
mense. It requires Assam
not only to build facilities
that meet international
conservation standards
but also to train personnel,
establish systems, and
demonstrate to the world
that the state can handle
heritage of such delicate
magnitude. The British
Museum’s conditions are
not simply bureaucratic
hurdles; they are safe-
guards born of the knowl-
edge that centuries-old
silk, painted and woven
with organic dyes, can dis-
integrate with the slight-
est lapse in environment.
To preserve it even for
display requires sophisti-
cated technology and con-
stant monitoring. Thus,
Assam’s preparation for
this exhibition will involve
more than building a gal-
lery; it will involve build-
ing an institution, perhaps
the most significant cul-
tural institution the state
has yet seen.

This responsibility
is also an opportunity. If
Assam can establish the
necessary infrastructure,
it will not only ensure the
safe display of the

Vrindavani
Vastra but also
create a perma-§8
nent platform
for future exhi-g@
bitions of heri-
tage, art, and
history. Such an
institution could
become a hub
for cultural
tourism, drawing visitors
from across India and
abroad to see not only the
Vastra but also the rich-
ness of Assamese tradi-
tions. Handloom, classical
dance, satra culture,
manusecripts, and
artefacts long hidden in
archives could find digni-
fied display here. In pre-
paring to receive the
Vastra, Assam prepares
to rediscover itself.

The arrival of the
Vastra will be more than
a museum event. For the
Assamese people, particu-
larly the followers of
Sankardeva, it will be a
deeply emotional and
spiritual homecoming. To
stand before the textile
woven under his direction
is to stand before a tan-
gible fragment of his vi-
sion. For centuries,
Sankardeva has lived

PR |

through his writings, his
dramas, his philosophical
treatises, and the living

practice of  Neo-
Vaishnavite institutions.
But the Vastra provides a
rare material link, an ob-
ject that he himself over-
saw, touched, and envi-
sioned. It is, in many
ways, the closest one can
come to encountering his
presence through material
heritage. For scholars of
Assamese literature and
religion, for devotees in
satras, for ordinary
people nurtured by his
bhakti tradition, the sight
of the Vastra in Assam will
be an unforgettable spiri-
tual event.

But beyond this re-
gional pride lies a larger
story about cultural dis-
persal and colonial heri-
tage.

Next Issue
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ENGLISH NEWS SECTION

SITA Vice Chairman undertakes field visits to Kaziranga and
Jorhat for assessment of key SITA-Supported Initiatives

mentation
through
Smart Agri-
culture and

D1spur RBNews Hon'ble
Vice Chairman of SITA,
Shri Narayan Chandra
Borkataky, undertook a
series of field visits to re-
view key developmental
and educational initia-
tives supported by SITA.
He visited Barbheta
Gaon, Kaziranga, to re-
view the progress of the
ongoing project “Up scal-
ing of Livelihood: Imple-

Agri-Eco-
"Tourism” on
September 9,
_2025. This
Wl project aimed
# at enhancing
- rural liveli-
o= hood opportu-
L8 nities through
the integra-
tion of technology-driven
agriculture and sustain-
able eco-tourism models,
with a strong focus on
community participation
and long-term
sustainability. Later in
the day, Hon’ble Vice
Chairman Borkataky also
visited JB College, Jorhat,
to assess the progress of
the Civil Services Study
Centre, a project aimed at

building a robust prepa-
ratory ecosystem for as-
pirants from Assam tar-
geting the All India Civil
Services Examinations.
This Government-sup-
ported intervention is a
step toward increasing
Assam’s representation
in national services. He
engaged in a comprehen-
sive discussion with Vice
Chancellor Prof. Jyoti
Prasad Saikia, Registrar
Dr. Utpal Jyoti Mahanta
and Prof. Kishore
Goswami, Nodal Officer
of the project. As part of
his visit, the Hon’ble Vice
Chairman also held an in-
teractive session with
students and faculty
members of JB College.
He encouraged civil ser-
vices aspirants to make
the most of the Centre’s
resources and highlighted

the government’s commit-
ment to nurturing local tal-
ent through quality sup-
port and structured
mentorship. The Civil Ser-
vices Study Centre is part
of a strategic effort to cre-
ate a supportive prepara-
tory ecosystem that en-
courages and enables
youth from Assam to suc-
cessfully compete in All
India Civil Services Ex-
aminations. Similar cen-
tres are already opera-
tional at GC College of
Silchar, Darrang College of
Tezpur and BN College of
Dhubri. These visits re-
flect SITA’s continuous
commitment to innova-
tion-driven development
and institutional strength-
ening across Assam —
from grassroots livelihood
enhancement to academic
empowerment.

RBI imposes 21 lakh penalty
on PhonePe

] RB News: The Reserve
‘ Bank of India has imposed a
" 21 lakh penalty on PhonePe

Limited for non-compliance
with norms related to Pre-
 paid Payment Instruments

R (PPIs), said its statement.
A - A In reference to operations
from October 2023 to December 2024, RBI found that
the end-of-the-day balance in PhonePe's escrow ac-
count was less than value of outstanding PPIs, which
remained unreported.

SC rejects Kangana's plea in
case over post on farmers'

protest
RB News: The Supreme
Court on Friday rejected BJP
MP Kangana Ranaut's plea to
quash a criminal defamation
complaint filed against her X
post about a woman partici- 8
pant in the 2021 farmers'®
protests. It was not a simple N 4
retweet and you had “added &
spice” to what was existing, the Supreme Court
said.Notably, Kangana had allegedly made some de-
rogatory remarks about the elderly woman protester.

Norway beat Moldova 11-1 in
WC qualifier

RB News: Erling Haaland scored
five goals and substitute Thelo
Aasgaard added four in Norway's
11-1 victory over Moldova on
Tuesday, moving closer to their
first World Cup in 27 years. With
five games played, Norway lead

Italy, who have a game in hand. Meanwhile, Moldova
are at the bottom with zero points.

Group I with 15 points, six ahead of second-placed !

WWE confirms Saudi Arabia
as host of WrestleMania 43 in
2027

RB News: In a special live an-
A nouncement on their YouTube
"8 channel, WWE confirmed that
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia will be
hosting the 43rd edition of
their annual sports and enter-
tainment extravaganza
WrestleMania in 2027. This
will be the first-time in WWE history that their big-
gest Premium Live Event (PLE) of the year is going to
head outside of the North American continent.

Shots fired outside Disha

Patani's home in UP
RB News: Shots were fired \
outside Disha Patani's home
in UP's Bareilly. Rohit
Godara and Goldy Brar
gang claimed responsibility,
saying attack was response
to disrespect towards
Premanand Maharaj and
Aniruddhacharya Maharaj. Disha's sister Khushboo had
criticised Aniruddhacharya Maharaj for his remarks on
live-in relationships. Many people mistakenly thought
her comments were aimed at Premanand Maharaj.

India record their fastest win

in T20I cricket history
oM RB News: India chased
=8 down the 58-run target in
¥ 4.3 overs to defeat UAE in
their Asia Cup 2025 opener.
It is India's fastest win in
T20I cricket history. India
~ won the match with 93 balls
- remaining. India's previous
= = R biggest T201 win in terms
of balls remaining came on November 5, 2021, when
they beat Scotland with 81 balls remaining,.
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