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Vrindavani Vastra: The
lost heritage of Assam

There are
certain moments in
the cultural history
of a people when a
long-silenced thread
reconnects with its
loom, when what
had been displaced
by distance and
time is permitted,
even briefly, to re-
turn to the soil of its
birth. Assam is now
on the threshold of
such a moment, for
the British Museum
has agreed to loan
the Vrindavani
Vastra, the six-
teenth-century
masterpiece  of
Assamese weaving
inspired by the
saint-philosopher
Srimanta Sankar-
deva, to the state for
an eighteen-month
exhibition in 2027.
The announcement
has reverberated
across Assam with
pride, expectation,
and a deep sense of
justice delayed, for
this Vastra is more
than a textile: it is a
spiritual scripture
woven in silk, a tes-
timony of artistry,
devotion, and the in-
tellectual ferment of
a civilisation that
blossomed along the
Brahmaputra cen-
turies ago.

The Vastra
was not an ordinary
creation of looms

coming ho

/

Heramba Nath
and threads. Con-
ceived under the vi-
sion of Sankardeva,
the towering figure
of Assam’s Neo-
Vaishnavite move-
ment, it depicted
through its intricate
designs the divine
narratives of Lord
Krishna in
Vrindavan. Its pan-
els illustrated epi-
sodes of Krishna’s
playful leelas, his
dances with the
gopis, his pastoral
scenes, and his acts
of divine grace. In
every motif, the
Vastra carried not
only beauty but also
philosophy, for
Sankardeva’s
movement was
founded on the prin-
ciple of bhakti—de-
votion as the highest
path to truth. The
textile thus embod-
ied the attempt to
bring faith into ma-
terial life, to make
cloth itself an in-
strument of spiritual
storytelling. Woven
by the disciples of
Sankardeva, the
Vastra was not just
a work of art but a
medium of collective
devotion, destined
to be displayed in
satras where the
faithful could con-
template divine sto-
ries not only through

me

scriptures and
hymns but also
through woven vi-
sion.

Yet history is

| often unkind to heri-
| tage. The Vrindavani

Vastra, instead of re-
maining preserved
in Assam, travelled
far from its roots. In
the seventeenth or
eighteenth century,
it reached Tibet,
perhaps as part of
mercantile ex-
changes or through
political turbulence
that saw many
Assamese artefacts
leave the region.
Later, British ex-
plorers and collec-
tors, moving across
the Himalayan fron-
tiers, acquired it and
eventually brought it
to India’s colonial
museums. From
there, in the nine-
teenth century, it
entered the holdings
of the India Museum
in London and was
later transferred to
the British Museum,
where it has re-

mained ever since. |

For decades, it has
been admired by
scholars and visitors
in Europe, photo-
graphed, catalogued,
and occasionally ex-
hibited, yet it re-
mained painfully dis-
tant from the land
that gave it birth.
Assam could only
view it as an exile—
one more chapter in
the larger saga of In-
dian cultural trea-
sures housed
abroad.

The yearning
for its return is not
new. For years,
Assamese scholars,
cultural activists, and
government repre-
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ENGLISH NEWS SECTION

Governor Shri Acharya felicitates senior-most surviving re-

tlred pr;mary teacher of Assam in Jorhat

Guwahati,RB News: On
the auspicious occasion of

teachers' day, Assam
Governor Shri Lakshman
Prasad Acharya felicitated
Shri Rajat Chandra
Goswami, a 94-year-old
primary school teacher
who is also the oldest sur-
viving retired primary
school teacher of the

7State, at his
residence at

AN Adhar Satra,
: Hatigarh in
Jorhat. It may
be noted that
the Governor
through an ini-
tiative namely
'Assam Gover-
nor Varishtha
Shikshak
Samman' has
directed all
DCs to make arrange-
ments for honouring the
oldest surviving retired
primary school teacher in
their respective districts
on the occasion of Teach-
ers' Day. As part of the ini-
tiative, felicitating the se-
nior most surviving re-
tired primary teacher in
Jorhat on the occasion, the

Governor said, "Shri
Goswami is not just a
teacher, but a luminary
who has immensely con-
tributed to academicland-
scape of the district ad-
ministration as well as the
state". He said that Shri
Goswami through his
teaching, shaped count-
less students who are now
serving the society in
various capacities. The
Governor expressed his
happiness for being able to
personally felicitate Shri
Goswami after visiting
the latter's residence. Re-
iterating the immense role
played by the teachers in
general, Governor Shri
Acharya remarked that
the dedication and com-
mitment of the teachers
have enabled the nation

witness development
while preserving and car-
rying forward its rich in-
tellectual legacy. He un-
derlined that showing
respect to teachers has
been an integral part of
India’s heritage and right-
fully a tradition of the na-
tion. The Governor more-
over , observed that the
teachers’ contributions
areinvaluable, and it is the
duty of everybody to ac-
knowledge and recognise
their role in nation-build-
ing. It may be mentioned
that the Governor felici-
tated the nonagenarian
with a citation,
angavastra, shawl ,gar-
land, Xorai and Japi,
Gamosa, Fruit Basket, an
umbrella and Dakshina of

Rs. 51,000.

Assam Governor participates
in an awareness rally for

ellmlnatlon of TB
Guwahati, = RB ki ,

News: In a signifi-| S
cant step towards g
the vision of a Tu-
berculosis (TB)-
free India, Assam ..

Governor Shrl ; PRADHAN MANTRI TB MUKT H ABHIYAN [PM-TBMBA)
Lakshman Prasad AWARENESS it\I LEY ON IH ELIMINATION
Acharya today par-| in‘?iﬁﬁ <® CeT ST 4
ticipated in an e able  Govern saqll
awareness rally el e Prasad Acho g

held at Cinamora b s -
Central Hospital, Jorhat. The event was organized to
reinforce public commitment to the national mission
of eradicating TB and promoting community engage-
ment in the fight against the disease. As part of the
initiative, Governor Acharya personally distributed
Nikshay Mitra food kits to 10 TB patients, underscor-
ing the importance of compassionate care and nutri-
tional support in TB recovery. Addressing the gather-
ing, the Governor reiterated the Prime Minister’s un-
wavering vision of building a “TB Mukt Bharat’, stress-
ing that the goal of a Viksit Bharat cannot be achieved
without tackling public health challenges like Tuber-
culosis and substance abuse. He called for a united
stand to realize a Nasha Mukt’ and “TB Mukt’ India.

Pakistan to skip ICC Women's
World Cup opening ceremony
in India
RB News: Pakistan will not
participate in ICC Women's
World Cup 2025 opening
ceremony scheduled to be
held in Guwahati on Sep-
! tember 30, Pakistani chan-
2 nel Geo Super reported.
The decision is reportedly
= influenced by a recent
pollcy where both natlons had agreed not to cross bor-
ders for ICC tournaments over the next three years.

India-Pakistan match is scheduled for October 5.

India beat Thailand 11-0 in
their women's Hockey Asia

Cup opener
RB News: India defeated g==cms
Thalland 11-0 in thei 427
women's Hockey Asia Cup # '
2025 opener in China's |
Hangzhou on Friday.
Udita Duhan scored in the
3oth and 52nd minutes
from penalty corners,
while Beauty Dung Dung
struck in the 45th and 54th minutes. India's other goal-
scorers were Mumtaz Khan, Sangita Kumari, Navneet
Kaur, Lalremsiami, Thoudam Suman Devi, Sharmila
Devi and Rutaja Dadaso Pisal.

Yastika Bhatia ruled out of
World Cup

RB  News: India's
wicketkeeper-batter
Yastika Bhatia has been
ruled out of the upcoming
ODI series against Austra-
lia and the ICC Women's
Cricket World Cup 2025

NS due to a knee injury. The
BCCI has named Uma Chetry as her replacement, a
decision that also means another snub for Shafali
Verma in the 50-over format.

India vs Afghanistan ends in
goalless draw in CAFA Nations
Cup

RB News: India's match
against Afghanistan in the
CAFA Nations Cup 2025
ended in a goalless draw.
Both sides tried their best
to score a goal, but were
unable to do so, due to the Y ] B
solid defensive perfor- N FCl s O\

mance. India's fate in the remainder of the tournament
will depend on Tajikistan's performance against Iran.




AT WIS, T
o TR NE @[l
(12 STreCH!, “Feq I (9

*{OT (T2 NI A
AT WP | A
aite, Q1R 8 @Il

MR ICR ORI B EAACIE
@Rl ARRS” (12 TToCh!
GZCH] T© SN T
[T Wz | Al «3
] FEACAT A
T, 951 of9e | e

RIS wrEtE M
eI ©NF ©IE A
T | JIft ot LA
02 02 203 AN 211 |
SRS *90F qOIRSIF
FLEF A FE SIAIL |

eH r TS | et
IeIZT ANS  FLQIT
oPieq Tl 3T YT @F
R | GTFNCE, T
T iR eigfera e
@ITa o[ fE, mfEfes
FFCEANT Yol YoMEI 47
o 3R wifEre IR
72 ey oI v | «aig

WGE I A O (e T oo wg R oFfeT Wil |

TRATET A2 Sttt SifeaT “ifer fAead 551

wifa= - - % wifa=l
(5 - 303a) T el R 1wl sre (45 - 303a)

936/25/7-Sept-25

JANASANYOG- 1

Al
ats you«

S Sl SIS FSel R, S G 26iEe Connectwithus § = (@ @& gdij
B =Em AE| SRR SEEta avsurossse ® Assam i aitsas waw
FfeeT! ST TEF T TG T (KT 7RI RIS, 261 Wi Thife TNl sazitl-253 @it @ GReiEEe Yfwe | @ ¢ 9854215286

AfSHIoF T=oAMS 252 b (I Y=o ¢ T Tl & e (I FReIr=ifplz-Fisiel g6l (I 91%e S=viifpls Wil we sz
Founder Editor - Mahesh Ch. Medhi Ph. 99570-45203 EDITOR-IN-CHIEF :- UDDIPTA NAYAN MEDHI Ph.98542-15286

8 diprassam.gov.in




