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ENGLISH NEWS SECTION

LSG beat RR by 2 runs

RB News- Pacer Avesh
Khan picked up three
crucial wickets in the
end as the Lucknow Su-
per Giants edged past
,® the Rajasthan Royals by
elo just 2 runs in a thrilling
, IPL encounter on Satur-
day. For the Rajasthan
X Royals, Yashasvi
J alswal led the charge with a flne half—century, while
young Vaibhav Suryavanshi made a notable impact for
the home side. Earlier, Aiden Markram and Ayush
Badoni scored impressive half-centuries, combining for
a 76-run partnership for the fourth wicket, helping
Lucknow post a competitive total of 180 for 5. Khan’s
brilliant spell in which he took 3 scalps giving away 37
runs sealed a thrilling win for the visitors.

GT record their highest suc-

cessful run chase in IPL history
RB News- Gujarat Titans (GT)
on Saturday record their high-
est-ever successful run chase
in IPL by chasing down a 204-
run target against Delhi Capi-
tals (DC) in Ahmedabad. Jos
Buttler scored an unbeaten 97
; off 54 deliveries to help GT

- M chase down the target in the
20th over. GT Jumped to top of the IPL 2025 points
table with the win.

Abhishek Nayar rejoins
Kolkata Knight Riders sup-

port staff |

RB News- Abhishek Nayar on
Saturday rejoined Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR) days after being
sacked as Team India assistant
coach. KKR took to social media P
to share a picture of Nayar in KKR y W

jersey and wrote, "Welcome back home." Nayar had
left KKR after belng appointed India assistant coach.

PBKS beat RCB by 5 wickets

RB News- Punjab Kings
(PBKS) defeated Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru (RCB) by
five wickets in their rain-cur-
tailed IPL 2025 match at M
Chinnaswamy Stadium in

il aBengaluru on Friday. RCB
have now 1ost three matches in a row at home in IPL
2025. They are the only team that have yet to win a
home match this season.

Caroline Garcia pulls out of
Madrid Open due to injury

RB News- Former world No.
4 Caroline Garcia has pulled
out of this month's Madrid
Open due to a back problem, |
casting doubts on her health
ahead of the French Open in
late May. "After more tests
on my back, it's clear I won't 1 )
be able to play in Madrid,"
Garcia wrote on social media Friday. "I need to take
some time for treatment and recovery. I'll do every-
thing I can to be ready for Rome, but the main goal is
to arrive strong and healthy for Roland Garros."

Actor Shine Tom Chacko ar-
rested by Kerala Police in

drug case
RB News-Malayalam ac- 7
tor Shine Tom Chacko was
arrested by Kerala Police
on Saturday in connection
with alleged drug use.
Acording to officials, he
has been booked under
Sections 27 (consumption
of narcotic drugs or psy-
chotropic substances) and
29 (abetment and criminal conspiracy) of the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act. They
added that a medical examination will be conducted
soon, along with further legal proceedings.

BCCI bans former Mumbai

T20 League team owner
" J RB News- BCCI Ombudsman
Justice (Retd) Arun Mishra
has banned the former co-
4] sg2owner of Mumbai T20
A4!- 5 League franchise SoBo Su-
' personics, Gurmeet Singh
; Bhamrah, for fixing attempt.
Bhamrah made a corrupt approach to players Dhawal
Kulkarni and Bhavin Thakkar during the 2019 edition.

The length of the ban is not known.

Arshdeep Singh Creates History

RB News- With the wicket of
Phil Salt, Arshdeep Singh be-
came PBKS' leading wicket-
taker in the IPL. Arshdeep had
84 wickets coming into this
game and removed Salt in the
very first over of the rain-cur- v :

tailed match. Piyush Chawla, who played for PBKS from
2008-2013, led the way until now with 84 scalps at an
economy rate of 7.52.

GT pick Dasun Shanaka as re-

placement for injured Phillips

RB News- Gujarat Titans
(GT) have picked Sri Lanka's
Dasun Shanaka as a replace-
ment for the injured Glenn
Phillips for the remainder of
the Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2025. Dasun Shanaka,
an all-rounder, has scored
1456 runs in 102 T20Is for
Sri Lanka along with 33 T201

'z

wickets. He was previously part of GT in 2023 and
played three matches.

Pakistan qualify for Women's
World Cup

RB News-Pakistan have
qualified for the Women's
World Cup in India. They
registered their fourth con-
secutive win in the Qualifi-
ers on Thursday (April 17), %
beating Thailand by 87 runs |
at the Gaddafi Stadium in '
Lahore. With this development, 1t has been confirmed
that the showpiece event in India, to be played later
this year, will take place in a hybrid model, with Paki-
stan playing their set of matches at other venues.
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The fading value of print media: A concern
for agency holders

Heramba Nath

The decline of print media
has emerged as a serious concern
in the digital era. With an increas-
ing number of people turning to
online news portals, mobile appli-
cations, and e-magazines for their
daily dose of information, the rel-
evance of traditional newspapers
and magazines is slowly diminish-
ing. While some still prefer the feel
of a physical copy in their hands,
many browse through these mate-
rials at stalls without making a pur-
chase—a practice that has become
a silent threat to those who depend
on the business: the agency hold-
ers.

Agency holders are the
backbone of the print media distri-
bution system. They invest consid-
erable time, effort, and money in
acquiring a wide range of newspa-
pers and magazines every day.
However, when individuals merely
read or flip through these publica-
tions without buying them, agency
holders are left with piles of unsold
copies. This results in severe finan-
cial losses that directly affect their
livelihood.

What makes this situation
even more concerning is the fact
that this behaviour is not restricted
to the less educated or economi-
cally weaker sections of society.
Even educated individuals, who are
expected to understand the eco-
nomics of media and the hard work
behind each copy distributed, are
often seen engaging in this irre-
sponsible practice. The casual act
of flipping through a paper without
paying for it may appear harmless,
but when multiplied by hundreds
or thousands, it results in devas-
tating consequences for those who

rely on these sales to sur-
vive.

Many agency holders
depend solely on the income
generated from the sale of
newspapers and magazines.
As digital media takes cen-
tre stage, their already frag-
ile financial condition wors-
ens. Rising costs of procure-
ment, transportation, and
rent for stalls or small shops
add to their burdens. In such a
challenging economic environment,
every unsold copy means a direct
loss of income, making it increas-
ingly difficult for them to provide
for their families or keep their busi-
nesses running.

It is high time for society to
acknowledge the economic impact
of this shifting trend. The respon-
sibility lies not only with media
houses or government bodies but
also with the general public. Each
of us can contribute to the suste-
nance of the print media industry
by choosing to buy newspapers and
magazines instead of consuming
them without purchase. Small ac-
tions, when performed collectively,
can make a significant difference.

If the current trend of de-
clining print sales continues, the
repercussions could be dire. We
may soon witness the closure of
countless agencies, stalls, and local
shops. The unemployment that will
follow could contribute to broader
economic challenges at the local
level. Moreover, the disappearance
of these physical outlets may cre-
ate a void in community engage-
ment, where newspapers and
magazines once played a critical
role in spreading awareness and
fostering informed discussions.

While the world embraces
digital innovation, it is essential to
understand that not all stakehold-
ers have the same access or adapt-
ability. Many agency holders are
middle-aged or elderly individuals
who may find it difficult to transi-
tion fully to digital platforms. That
said, the adoption of technology
could offer a lifeline. Agency hold-
ers can explore hybrid models by
selling e-paper subscriptions, cre-

ating digital kiosks, or collaborat-
ing with media houses to reach a
broader audience. These steps,
however, require financial support,
training, and public awareness.

In this context, government
intervention becomes crucial. Au-
thorities can introduce incentive
schemes, provide subsidies for set-
ting up digital infrastructure, and
offer financial support to agency
holders during this transitional pe-
riod. Training programmes on digi-
tal skills can empower them to
adapt to the evolving media land-
scape and reduce their dependence
on physical sales.

Educational institutions and
media houses also have a role to
play. Awareness campaigns high-
lighting the economic struggles of
agency holders and promoting ethi-
cal consumption of news content
can go a long way in changing pub-
lic behaviour. Just as we support
small businesses and local vendors,
we must also extend our empathy
and financial backing to those who
distribute the information we con-
sume.

The fading value of print

media is not just a story of chang-
ing times but also a tale of economic
displacement. Agency holders are
among the many small business
owners affected by the rise of the
digital economy. If we fail to act,
we risk losing a vital component of
our information ecosystem—one
that provides authentic, credible,
and verified news through a tan-
gible medium.
Preserving the print media indus-
try is not about resisting moder-
nity; it is about ensuring inclusivity
and economic justice. It is about
recognising the contribution of
those who rise early in the morn-
ing, distribute newspapers in all
weather conditions, and maintain
a reliable channel of communica-
tion for our society.

Let us all do our part. Let us
make informed and ethical choices.
Let us value the hands that bring
us the news and ensure that the
world of print continues to have a
meaningful place alongside digital
media.
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