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Gender Equity in Digital Age

Uddipana Khataniar

Feminism as a concept has
always confused a huge chunk of
the population — either as a result
of aveil of nuanced and intentional
misinterpretation or as a thought
structure failing to consider per-
spectives. As a young child, I was
privileged enough to be unable to
realize and recognize the deeply
structural, societal and institutional
prejudices and vices against girls
and women. When | reached ado-
lescence, | was exposed to a bar-
rage of events and understandings
that made the experience of trans-
forming into womanhood a rather
unbecoming metamorphosis. The
intake of various forms of informa-
tion under the wide category of dis-
crimination against your sex and
gender tends to create a bearer of
empathy within you, as it did
within me. As a young adult sus-
ceptible to being a part of pop cul-
ture (modern popular culture
transmitted via the mass media
and aimed especially at younger
people) , the great treasury of opin-
ions, thoughts, ideas can certainly
be overwhelming. This attribute of
being overwhelmed must be ac-
companied by the need of critical
thinking and deep-seated analysis
of every adoptable opinion that we
frequently come across. Newer
generations of the internet are be-
ing subjected to a rise of witness-
ing or participating in an extremely
hostile attitude against women.
This attitude makes space neither
for a feeling of embarrassment to
be the owner of such views nor for
compassion. The ‘online world’ or
the ‘cyber world’ is both surrepti-
tiously and boldly slipping into the
real and material world of ours
through actions of individuals.
Here, the term ‘individuals’ is used
loosely as evidence suggests oth-
erwise. The culture that is brew-
ing this hostile and loathsome atti-
tude against women is a collective
involvement. The internet holds a
bombardment of various forms of
mass media that preach and
preach the methods for achieving
peak ' manhood ' by taking support
of versatile sources that might
make a rational person faint. These

versatile acts of preaching, how-
ever, always hold a common de-
nominator- eradicating the ex-
istence of free choice for women.
This certain notion is a tangible
reality for the women of Af-
ghanistan, Irag and certainly
many other places. Under the
Taliban rule, the women are con-
stantly drowning in the quick
sand of having their identities
stripped away. Harrowing rules
and laws imposed against women

by the Taliban regime under the
guise of religious teachings have
caused the women to live in a state
of unprecedented misery and un-
heard of oppression. Although not
an official term, * gender apartheid’
is an apt description of the condi-
tion of women in Afghanistan.
Women are being ripped of respect
and free choice by being refused of
education, right to work, right to
independence. Women are de-
prived of their identity as human
beings. An anonymous female
teacher in Afghanistan provides
the outside world a brief glimpse
of the condition of the women in Af-
ghanistan: “In my province we had
girls that could be singers, profes-
sors, athletes and politicians. Now
we have nothing left. All of those
talents were arrested, left the
country, or now live in hiding.
Families rush to marry their
daughters because they are afraid
the Taliban may take them for
marriage. Most girls are forced to
marry. This is a nightmare | never
imagined to happen.”

When we talk of women,
girlsare also included by extension.
Young girls do not only witness the
horror of growing into a woman
under these conditions but also ex-
perience the wrath of these inhu-
mane rules. The Iraqi parliament
is on the verge of passing a new law
that would allow men to marry girls
as young as nine years old by low-
ering the legal age of consent from
18 to 9 years old. Conservatives
belonging to the Shia sect of Islam
dominate the parliament and have
proposed a revision of the ‘personal
status law’. Critics opine that this
law will be stripping women of all
decisions. This law will facilitate
young girls to be married off early
and transfer all family decisionsin
the hands of religious authorities.

In the contemporary world
where the struggle of women for
identity and equity should be an
aged concept, it still remains inside
the chained constraints of an ideal
reality. The digital dimension is a
large part of our (the new genera-
tions) lives. The misogynistic and
anti-women ideas that are pollut-

ing the internet are further pollut-
ing the impressionable minds. Ac-
tions are the fruits of the mind. The
inflation of sexual violence cases
committed by men of different age
groups in the newer times is indeed
an example of this. If we discuss in
relation to the online world, the
anti-women indoctrination through
forms of mass media such as
podcasts and videos is accelerated
through lack of proper repercus-
sions. The misogynistic and mar-
ginal criminal comments and opin-
ions that are so openly shared by
users of various social media plat-
forms in forums and communities
are enabled by anonymity and by
implication, absence of conse-

i guences
9 and ac-
__ countabil-
ity. These
~.violent,
s * anti-social
e ww ideas  in-
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aiw "W create an

By inhumane
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which will prove to be a threat in
the reformation of a balanced soci-
ety.

One way to battle this
eventuality is by regulating social
media usage for young people. The
Australian Government led by An-
thony Albanese has implemented
this by approving the Social Media
Minimum Age bill on November
28, 2024. This law prevents chil-
dren under 16 from accessing so-
cial media platforms such as
Instagram, Facebook, Snapchat,
etc setting a benchmark for juris-
dictions across the world. “We must
learn gender equity in order to
map out a better functioning soci-
ety as the newer generations. Gen-
der equity endeavours to make
gains equivalent for all citizens by
being fair and balanced in resource
allocation and opportunities.
It entails the acknowledgment that
women might not be on the
same playing field as men due
to past and present historical and
societal disadvantages. We must
eliminate the toxic culture that has
materialised on the internet and
that is in the process of constant
evolution. Gender issues should be
discussed in large groups constitut-
ing non-biased gender inclusion in
order to not make it a topic of alien-
ation and a subject of apathy. A so-
ciety to look forward to will fade
away into a distorted and incongru-
ous world if we do not operate
against the vanity of oppression
promptly.
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How Indigenous Knowledge and Technology
can play a crucial role in the Sustainable De-
velopment of Northeast India

For a place
and for a region like
Northeast India
which is so rich in
Biodiversity and for
it’'s Natural ele-
ments the conserva-
tion and protection
of it becomes a key
aspect. In the times
of rapid
Globalisation,
Urbanisation, and
fast paced develop-
mental activities
taking place so
brisklyin the forms
of building Infra-
structures, Trans-
portation routes like
construction  of
Roadways, setting
up of new Railway
Lines for better con-
nectivity, setting up
of Bridges and vari-
ous other develop-
mental related
projects it becomes
very important that
while the develop-
mental process
takes place it causes
no harm to the
Natural Land-
scapes, the Forest
cover, the Flora and
the Fauna of the re-
gion, and also to the
people living close
nearby the area of
the forest and the
hills which are the
Natives and the
Tribes. The need for
Sustainable Devel-

opment without
harming the Envi-
ronment, the

Biodiversity and to
the native people is
the need of the
hour.Developmental
Activities are the
catalyst of growth
and prosperity for a
region and they are
the drivers of Eco-
nomic Progress so
these activities are
also should not be
viewed as bad, but
the development
should take place in
such a manner that
it takes care of vari-
ous factors such as
the Environment,
the Flora and the
Fauna of a region,
the specific nature of

the Geographical
Location, the people
living nearby and
various other fac-
tors.

To tackle
these challenges and
for the Sustainable
Development of
Northeast India the
role of Indigenous
Knowledge and
Technology must be
considered seriously
and steps should
also be taken by the
Government and
Organisation Level
to promote Indig-
enous Knowledge
and that these In-
digenous Knowledge
and Technology are
also implemented in
various of it's
projects along with
the Modern Tech-
nologies and Mod-
ern Scientific Knowl-

edge.
The Modern West-
ern Knowledge

terms Indigenous
Knowledge merely
as Traditional Eco-
logical Knowledge of
the Natives and
their Ancestors.
However it should
be recognised im-
portantly thatas
said by the re-
nowned Environ-
mental and Indig-
enous Consultant
Albert Wiggan in one
of his speechesthat
Indigenous Knowl-
edge are not just
merely Traditional
Ecological Knowl-
edge of the Natives
and their Ancestors
but they are also In-
digenous Science
and can be also re-
ferred to as Indig-
enous Technology,
as the foundation of
this Knowledge was
developed through
the same principles
as Modern Western
Knowledge which
are Observation,
Experimentation
and Analysis. The
Modern Scientific
Knowledge are the
results of Observa-
tion of elements and

factors which are
studied , then Ex-
perimentation which
occurs in various
ways and processes
before it shows a
satisfactory out-
come and at last
Analysis which is
done to study and
understand the
whole process in
depth. The same
rules of Observa-
tion, Experimenta-
tion and Analysis
are present in the
Indigenous Knowl-
edge and they were
developed by fol-
lowing the same
foundation. Hence
the Indigenous
Knowledge are not
just Knowledge but
are also Age Old
Technologies. For
the purpose of Sus-
tainable Develop-
ment of the North
East Region of India
bringing together
both the Modern

Scientific Technolo-
gies and Indigenous
Knowledge and
Technologies will
play asignificantand
acrucial role.

The United
Nations Conference
on Environmentand
Development
(UNCED) which was
held at Rio in June
1992 recognises the
fact that for effective
Sustainable Devel-
opment of a particu-
lar region the Indig-
enous Knowledge of
that particular re-
gion should be given

Prakritish Bhattacharyya

due importance as
they have the
knowledge of the
critical nature of
their local environ-
ment and the eco-
logically sustainable
knowledge, tech-
niques and ap-
proaches. Hence the
role of Indigenous
Knowledge and
Technologies can
add value and can
contribute substan-
tially in Sustainable
Developmental
Practices and Ap-
proaches.
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ENGLISHNEWS SECTION

Governor congratulates Sahitya
Akademi awardees 2024

Guwahati, RB News: Assam
Governor Shri Lakshman
Prasad Acharya, extended
warm congratulations to Sameer
Tanti, Deepak Kumar Sharma,
and Aron Raja for winning the
prestigious Sahitya Akademi
Award 2024. The Governor
praised the awardees, stating
that their achievements have
once again showcased the state's
excellence in literature. He em-
pha5|zed that the coveted
awards are a testament to the state's rich literary talents, capable
of dominating any platform.The Governor said that their endeav-
our made the people of Assam proud. He also said that the awards
will definitely boost the morale of the upcoming poets and writers
to contribute their best to the literary enrichment of the state. It
may be mentioned that Sameer Tanti's poetry collection,
"Forongbore Bator Kotha Jane" (in Assamese), Aron Raja’'s novel,
"Swarani Thakhai" (in Bodo), and Dipak Sharma's poetry collec-
tion, "Bhaskaracaritam” (in Sanskrit), have been honored with
the prestigious award, respectively.Shri Acharya also wished the
awardees continued success in their future endeavors.

Ravichandran Ashwin retires from

iInternational cricket

RB News:
Ravichandran
Ashwin has an-
nounced his decision
to retire fromall for-
mats of cricket with
immediate effect fol-
lowing the draw in
the third Test
against Australia in
Brisbane on

: Wednesday (De-
cember 18). The 38-year-old Ashwin made the announcement in
the post-match press conference seated alongside captain Rohit
Sharma. "This will be my last day as an Indian cricketer in all
formats at the international level,” Ashwin said at a press confer-
ence. Ravichandran Ashwin ended his Test career with 537 wick-
ets in 106 Tests. Only Anil Kumble, with 619 wickets in 132 Tests,
has more wickets for India in the longest format. Ashwin also played
116 ODIs and 65 T20s for India. He last played an ODI during the
2023 World Cup against Australia in his hometown Chennai. His
last T20 match for the Indian cricket team was against England
during the 2022 T20 World Cup semi-final in Adelaide. In ODlIs,
Ashwin picked 156 wickets while he scalped 72 batters in T20ls.
He made his debut for Indiain an ODI match against Sri Lanka in
Harare in 2010. In all, Ravichandran Ashwin played 287 matches
for the Indian men’s cricket team and picked up 765 wickets, trail-
ing only behind Anil Kumble’s 953 scalps. "I do feel there's a bit of
punch left in me as a cricketer but I would like to express that and
probably showcase that in club-level cricket, but this will be the
last day. | had a lot of fun.” Ashwin added.

Afghanistan beat Zimbabwe to regis-

ter their blggest ODI win
RB News: Afghanistan beat
Zimbabwe by 232 runs and reg-
istered their biggest ODI win by
runs on December 19 against
Zimbabwe in Harare. Before|
this win, Afghanistan's biggest|
ODI winwas by 177 runs, which
came against South Africa in
Sharjah in September 2024.
Zimbabwe were bowled out for
54 chasing 287 to win.

Keshav Maharaj ruled
out of SA's final two
ODls against Pakistan

RB News: Ahead of the second ODI of the
three-match series against Pakistan, the
CSA announced that Keshav Maharaj has
been ruled out of the contest due to a left
adductor strain. Furthermore, the left-arm
off spin bowler won't be playing the final
ODI of the series either, and he is sched-
uled to head home to rehabilitate from the
injury.

Real Madrid clinch In-

tercontinental Cup title
for the 4th tlme

RB News: Real Madrld defeated Mexican
team Pachuca 3-0 in the Intercontinental
Cup final on Wednesday. This was the club's
fourth Intercontinental Cup title, with their
previous wins coming in 1960, 1998 and
2002. The victory marked manager Carlo
Ancelotti's 15th title with the club, surpass-
ing the 14 trophies won by Miguel Munoz.
Kylian Mbappe and Vinicius Jr scored for
Real Madrid.

Hyderabad FC and
Thangboi Singto mutu-
ally part ways

RB News: .-
Hyderabad FC
and head coach
Thangboi
Singto have
mutually
parted ways
after nearly
five years.
Singto, who be-
came head
coach in July 2023 after serving as assis-
tant coach and Technical Director (Youth)
since 2020, led the team to historic
achievements, including their first ISL win
with an all-Indian squad. Assistant coach
Shameel Chembakath will serve as interim
coach.
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