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A Memorable Visit to Sri Sri Auniati Satra of
North Guwahati: A Journey into Assamese

Sri Sri Auniati Satra, a
prominent Vaishnavite monas-
tery, stands as a beacon of
Assam’s rich cultural and spiri-
tual heritage. Originally estab-
lished in 1653 AD in Majuli by
Ahom King Jayadhwaja Singha,
the Satra takes its name from
the abundance of Auni Paan (a
betel creeper plant) on the el-
evated (Ati) land of Majuli.
Known as one of the most presti-
gious Satras, it has greatly influ-
enced the propagation of Neo-
Vaishnavism, a movement
founded by Srimanta Sankardeva,
a 15th-century saint and social re-
former.

The North Guwahati
branch of Auniati Satra, estab-
lished in 1915 by Sri Sri Kamal
Dev Goswami, continues this
legacy. Spread over 60 bighas of
land acquired from the
Aswaklanta Temple, it has flour-
ished as a cultural and spiritual
hub under the leadership of suc-
cessive Satradhikars.

The architecture of the
Satra is both graceful and func-
tional, with a, enclosed complex
and four gateways (Karapat). At
its center lies the Namghar
(prayer hall), a rectangular struc-
ture aligned east-west with its 14
poles. Adjacent to the Namghar is
the Manikut (Sanctum
Sanctorum), housing the Asana, a
wooden structure adorned with
four carved lions. The primary
deity worshiped here is Govinda,
an idol of Lord Krishna originally
brought from Jagannath Kshetra,
Puri. Surrounding the Namghar
are rows of Hatis (monastic quar-
ters) where celibate and non-
celibate monks (Bhokots) reside.

The North Guwahati
branch, rebuilt in 1959 by
Bhagawat Bhaskar Sri Sri Hem
Chandra Deva Goswami, reflects
the timeless elegance of
Assamese architecture and
craftsmanship.

Auniati Satra plays a piv-
otal role in preserving and pro-
moting Assamese culture through
its rich repertoire of Satriya mu-
sic, dance, and theater. The
Satriya dance, a UNESCO-recog-
nized classical dance form, origi-

nated in the Satras as a &
form of devotion to Lord g
Krishna.

The Kkey perfor-
mances and practices at
the Satra include Satriya
Dance Forms such as Natua
Nritya, Krishna Gopi
Nritya, Apsara Nritya, and
Sutradhar Nritya, which
depict mythological
themes. Mati Akhara, a set
of basic hand-and-body postures,
is also an essential aspect of the
Satra's dance tradition. The
Satriya Songs performed at the
Satra, including Gayana Geet,
Raas-Geet, Bairagi Nam, and
Guru Bandana, glorify Vaishnavite
ideals. Theatrical Shows (Bhaona),
inspired by Bhagavad Gita,
Ramayana, and Mahabharata, are
performed during festivals like
Raas Leela and Doul Utsav.

The Satra also hosts Nam-
Prasanga, daily congregational
prayers involving devotional
songs and hymns, which are inte-
gral to its spiritual life. Special
celebrations such as
Janmashtami (Lord Krishna's
Birth), Holi, Raas Leela, and Bohag
Bihu are celebrated with gran-
deur, attracting devotees from far
and wide.

Auniati Satra is committed
to uplifting local communities
through educational initiatives,
philanthropy, and moral and
spiritual empowerment. It also
plays an active role in preserving
Assamese culture and literature.
The Satra's educational programs,
such as Sharana (initiation),
Bhajan, and Malamantradan, fos-
ter moral values and provide guid-
ance for societal well-being.

The Satra's influence spans
across 12 branches in Assam, in-
cluding the Kaliapani branch, es-
tablished in 2003 by Sri Sri Dr.
Pitambar Dev Goswami. Each
branch serves as a hub for social
cohesion and cultural enlighten-
ment, in line with Srimanta
Sankardeva's vision of an egalitar-
ian society.

The role of Satras in the
propagation of Neo-Vaishnavism
cannot be overstated. These cen-
ters emphasize monotheism,

equality, and devotion to Lord
Krishna. Today, Assam is home to
715 Satras, each playing a crucial
role in religious, social, and cul-
tural activities.

Majuli, located amidst the
Brahmaputra River, is the largest
riverine island in the world and the
heart of Vaishnavite culture.
Home to 22 Satras, Majuli offers
a unique blend of natural beauty,
cultural diversity, and spiritual sig-
nificance. The island is known for
its eco-tourism, ancient manu-
scripts, traditional crafts, and di-
verse tribal communities like the
Mising, Deori, and Kachari. The
region's cultural significance has
earned it the recognition of a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

However, Majuli faces seri-
ous threats from flood erosion,
which has reduced its area signifi-
cantly since 1950. Efforts are un-
derway to promote sustainable
tourism, implement flood control
measures, and digitally archive
cultural artifacts and manuscripts.

During my visit to Sri Sri
Auniati Satra with my family, |
had the privilege of meeting Sri
Sri Dr. Pitambar Dev Goswami,
the current Sattradhikar of
Auniati Satra of Majuli. His in-
sights into Neo-Vaishnavism and
Assamese traditions were deeply
enlightening. I was fortunate to
learn from him about the Satra's
rich cultural heritage and the en-
during relevance of Srimanta
Sankardeva's teachings. The se-
rene environment and profound
spiritual atmosphere made this
visit a truly unforgettable experi-
ence. | am grateful for the oppor-
tunity to explore this sacred in-
stitution, which has left a lasting
impact on my understanding of
Assamese culture and spirituality.
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ENGLISHNEWS SECTION

Governor launches Statewide 100 Day B Ellmlnatlon Campaign

'\.'i-"'.l-ij'. Ny i

Guwahati,RB News-
Reaffirming Assam's
commitment to
eradicating TB by
2025, in alignment
with Prime
Minister's vision,
Assam Governor
Shri Lakshman
Prasad Acharya,
launched the 100-
day intensified cam-
paign TB elimination
at the GMCH audi-
torium. It may be
noted that the to
tackle TB with an
aim to completely
eliminate it from the
country, a special
100 day campaign
has started today
with a focus on the
high burden TB dis-
tricts. Along with
better drugs and di-
agnosis, patient sup-

port amount has
also been doubled
under the
programme. The
100-day campaign
will target 17 high-
priority districts in
Assam and includes
activities such as
high burden area
mapping, identifica-
tion of vulnerable
populations in tea
gardens, slums, and
mining areas, exten-
sive screening cam-
paigns (Nikshay
Shibirs), and pro-
moting Jan
Bhaghidari (public
participation) to
mobilize resources
and raise awareness.
Speaking on the oc-
casion, Governor
Shri Acharya high-
lighted the socio

economic burden of
TB, which predomi-
nantly affects the
poorer sections of
society. He stressed
on the importance
of community
driven efforts in
making the imple-
mentation of the
National Tuberculo-
sis  Elimination
Programme (NTEP)
an unprecedented
success in Assam.

Stating the state’s
achievements with
regard to TB treat-
ment, the Governor
said that the pa-
tients who have
been treated suc-
cessfully with TB
germs will actas TB

Champions during
this campaign. He
also highlighted
Assam's innovative
measures, including
integration of TB
services at Health
and Wellness Cen-
tres under the
Ayushman Bharat
program, specialized
initiatives like free
TB treatment in tea
garden areas and
B detection
through boat clinics
in char areas, early
identification and
management of TB
among pregnant
women.

Australia defeat India
by 10 wickets in
Adelaide

Governor administer_s Qath of office
to four new ministers

Guwahati,RB News- Assam
Governor Shri Lakshman
Prasad Acharya adminis-
tered the oath of office and
secrecy to four new minis-
lters  namely Prasanta
Phukan, Kaushik Rai,
Krishnendu Paul, and
‘Rupesh Goala at a solemn

‘ il function held in Srimanta
Sankardeva Internatlonal Auditorium here today in presence of
Chief Minister Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma. The oath taking cer-
emony was attended by the members of the State Council of Min-
isters, senior bureaucrats both civil and police administration, dig-
nitaries from cross section of the society and others.

Armed Forces Flag Day Celebrated

at Raj Bhavan
Guwahati,RB News- In a
move to pay tributes to the
valour and sacrifices of Indian
armed forces, Assam Governor
Shri  Lakshman Prasad
Acharya today paid rich trib- &
utes to the members of Indian &
Armed Forces who safeguard
the nation’s honour at the cost | #
of their lives at a function held ®
at Raj Bhavan. It may be noted &
that Armed Forces Flag Day is x
an annual event observed on 7th December to honour the sol-
diers, sailors and airmen of the country. Addressing the occasion,
Governor Shri Acharya said, "l extend my heartfelt homage to
the valiant martyrs of the Indian Armed Forces who made su-
preme sacrifices to the nation. My heartfelt congratulations to those
brave soldiers who have displayed exemplary courage in the com-
bat and counter-terrorism operations. | also salute the serving
soldiers who vigilantly and devotedly protect our motherland un-
der all circumstances.” The Governor moreover reiterated that
Armed Forces Flag Day should not merely a day to honor the sac-
rifices of soldiers but a solemn reminder of society's responsibility
towards their welfare, including the rehabilitation of injured per-
sonnel and the family members of martyrs.

RB News- Australia defeated India by 10
wickets in the second Test of the series at
the Adelaide Oval. The hosts completed the
chase of 19 runs easily to level the series 1-
1. The visiting team was bowled out for 175
runs in their second innings, with Pat
Cummins taking 5 wickets. Earlier, Austra-
lia posted 337 in their first innings in reply
to India’s 180. Mitchell Starc picked up 6
wickets. India won the first Test by 295
runs at the Optus Stadium in Perth.

Australia women defeat
India women by 5 wick-
ets in first ODI

RB News- The Indian women's cricket
team lost the first ODI by five wickets
against Australia, allowing them to take a
1-0 lead in a three-match series. Megan
Schutt took a five-wicket haul as India were
bowled for just 100 runs in 34.2 overs.
Georgia Voll was Australia's top scorer as
her 46-run knock helped the team chase
the total in 16.2 overs.
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