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Opposition to Animal Sacrifice: A Call for

The Duality of Durga Puja

Durga Puja has long been a vibrant cel-
ebration in our city, marked by commu-
nity gatherings and cultural expressions.
My childhood memories are intertwined
with visits to puja mandaps, filled with
joy and connection with friends and fam-
ily. Yet, a troubling aspect of this festi-
val has always lingered in my mind: the
sacrificial rituals that take place. While |
cherish the connections forged during
this time, the act of sacrifice deeply dis-
turbs me.

Witnessing the ritualistic slaugh-
ter of animals evokes a visceral reaction.
The image of a helpless creature being
mercilessly killed, accompanied by the
rhythmic beats of the dhak, starkly con-
trasts with the celebration of life. This
contradiction—celebrating while taking
life—raises profound questions about the
essence of devotion and the moral im-
plications of such practices.

The Ethics of Sacrifice

Religion is inherently designed
to uplift humanity, providing a frame-
work for ethical living. However, the tra-
dition of sacrifice often crosses the line
from a necessary act for sustenance to a
selfish ritual cloaked in devotion. While
some argue that sacrifices are part of cul-
tural heritage, the distinction between
killing for food and killing for tradition is

Societal Reform

crucial. The former aligns with nature’s
food chain, while the latter reflects a trou-
bling disregard for life in the name of
spiritual gain.

The notion that one must kill an
innocent animal to appease a deity is fun-
damentally flawed. It perpetuates a cycle
of violence that impacts not only the
lives of these creatures but also desensi-
tizes society. The urge to cling to archaic
traditions, often justified by scripture,
reveals a reluctance to evolve and em-
brace rational thought. Such beliefs
hinder progress and promote a mindset
that values blind adherence over criti-
cal thinking.

Tradition vs. Rationality

As Durga Puja approaches, dis-
cussions about sacrifice often ignite a
divide within communities. Advocates
for cessation face traditionalists who
cling to their beliefs, citing heritage as
justification. This conflict highlights a
broader societal issue: the struggle be-
tween rationality and superstition.

Opposition to sacrifice arises
from a desire for a more humane and logi-
cal approach to worship. Defenders of the
practice often do so out of fear—fear of
losing cultural identity and fear of
change. Such fears stifle critical dialogue
and prevent the necessary evolution of

Nikunja Sharma

The Need for Reform

The persistence of animal sacri-
fice mirrors a cancer festering within
society. While it may not lead to imme-
diate destruction, it undermines com-
passion and respect for all living beings.
The time has come to confront this issue
head-on, challenging outdated traditions
that serve no purpose in a modern, sci-
entifically aware world.

Public figures opposing animal
sacrifice, such as musician Zubeen Garg,
demonstrate the potential for change.
Despite facing backlash from conserva-
tive factions, their courage paves the way
for a more humane society, showing a
growing awareness and desire for reform.
Sacrifice: The True Essence of
Leadership

Sacrifice is a powerful concept
that forms the backbone of true leader-
ship. The essence of leadership lies in the
willingness to place the well-being of oth-
ers above one’s interests, requiring an
unwavering commitment to the greater
good, often at personal cost.

Leaders exemplify this through
actions that prioritize collective well-
being. They shoulder burdens, work long
hours, and often miss personal mile-
stones to fulfill commitments to their
communities. True leadership involves

thought within society.
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making decisions that may not always be popu-
lar but are necessary for long-term benefit, dem-
onstrating courage and integrity.

In adversity, leaders embodying the
spirit of sacrifice inspire those around them to
rise to the occasion. Their resilience and ability
to endure hardships encourage others to perse-
vere, fostering unity and shared purpose.
Conclusions and Reflections

Sankardev’s reformative approach em-
phasizes the need for systemic change, advocat-
ing for spiritual and social equality while chal-
lenging entrenched caste systems. His literary
contributions reflect a strong spirit of social re-
form, underscoring the need for harmony beyond
religious boundaries.

Despite the advancements made through
movements inspired by Sankardev, caste dis-
crimination and outdated practices like animal
sacrifice persist in contemporary society. Events
in Assam illustrate that social ostracism based
on caste dynamics continues, emphasizing the
ongoing struggle against prejudices.

Furthermore, the continuation of animal
sacrifice raises ethical questions about religious
practices. The recent Supreme Court orders to
halt sacrifices at the Gadhimai temple reflect a
growing consciousness regarding animal rights.
However, the customs often persist, challenging
the values of compassion and respect for life.
Final Thoughts

The philosophy of Sankardev, rooted in
its historical context, remains relevant in ad-
dressing contemporary societal issues. His vision
of an egalitarian society can inform current ef-
forts to combat casteism and promote social jus-
tice. Moreover, the ethical implications of ani-
mal sacrifice, particularly during festivals like
Durga Puja, compel us to reconsider traditions in
light of evolving moral perspectives.

Opposition to animal sacrifice is not
merely a critique of tradition but a call for
progress and humanity. By shedding outdated
beliefs, we can cultivate a society that honors life
in all its forms. Let us strive to transform our cul-
tural practices into expressions of kindness, en-
suring that our actions reflect the values we hold
dear. Sacrifice, in its true essence, should enrich
our humanity rather than diminish it.
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