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The summer of 1942 experi-
enced a tremendous wave of unprec-
edented rebellion all across the coun-
try when on the night of August 8, the
country went ahead with the execu-
tion of the idea of extreme opposition
to the British empire. Mahatma
Gandhi on that night gave the final
mantra to the nation : Do or Die. This
mantra electrified the whole nation
and the British empire totally failed
to understand its deep rooted signifi-
cance and wider consequences. The
then Viceroy of British India, Lord
Linlithgow believed only in one solu-
tion : to crash this massive uprising
with brutal military power. Mahatma
Gandhi was equally determined to op-
pose it with the soul force that he had
practiced for along time since his days
in South Africa. Eminent historians
like Sumit Sarkar were of the opinion
that the summer of 1942 found
Gandhiji in a strange and uniquely
militant mode. In a press interview
that Gandhiji gave on May 16, 1942
the standing was of a determined and
fearless statesman when he came with
a statement - " this orderly disciplined
anarchy should go, and if as a result
there is complete lawlessness I would
riskit. " It is pertinent to note that the
idea of lawlessness and a continued
form of disorder was the principle rea-
son that the colonial British power
often placed before the nation and the
world against India's independence.
Lord Linlithgow vehemently opposed
India's every effort towards freedom
and took every measure to derail the
entire process. The Viceroy even kept
a British battleship ready to deport
Gandhiji and other prominent lead-
ers of Congress. The do or die mes-
sage is the result of India's continu-
ous effort to attain freedom since 1857
which Linlithgow correctly antici-
pated and analysed. He wrote to
Prime minister Winston Churchill
that he was facing the most serious
rebellion since 1857. Scholars like B.R
Nanda come with the view that these
comparisons are not quite apt. The In-
dian soldiers participating in 1857 mu-
tiny ( which was termed as India's
Struggle for Freedom by none other
than Karl Marx) had some arms, am-
munition and training. With his long
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years on the Indian soil ,
Gandhi knew well that the
rural population of the
country must be included
in his last effort to over-
throw the British govern-
ment in a non-violent way.
Even today, there are occa-
sions when Indian scholars
and politicians use Gandhi's
profound realisation: India
lives in villages. The British
administration was taken
aback when they witnessed
unprecedented participation of stu-
dents from schools and colleges all
over the country. The British response
under Lord Linlithgow was ruthless
which even the British press found
difficult to justify. According to offi-
cial figures, by the end of 1942, over
66,000 persons had been convicted or
detained. The imperial military had
fired on 538 occasions. The total lives
lost were over two thousand. It was a
disaster in terms of administrative un-
derstanding and handling of the
movement for the imperial British
power. The official history of India,
prepared by the former USSR esti-
mated that during this period 694
labour strikes were held and 772000
labourers took part in them. For the
villagers, Gandhi's message was that
peasants would stop paying taxes and
refusal to pay taxes would give them
the courage to think that they were
capable of taking independent action
. Their next step would be to seize the
land.

Tyagbir Hem Barua ( 1893-
1945)wrote a brilliant summary on
the role of the Assamese people in the
revolution of 1942 . A leading freedom
fighter and an efficient organiser of
the various phases of the freedom
struggle in Assam, Tyagbir compared
this movement with the French revo-
lution. In terms of its influence and
outreach, as all the leaders of the na-
tional congress including Mahatma
Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad, Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel were arrested on August 9, 1942,
the movement was virtually a lead-
erless one. Gandhiji already prepared
the ground with individual
Satyagraha and urged every Indian
to be their own guardian. It is inter-
esting to note that Mahatma drew the
inspiration of the most famous slogan
of modern Indian history - do or die -
from the poet laureate Alfred
Tennyson's poem "The Charge of the
Light Brigade(1854)". This famous
poem contains these immortal lines“
: " Theirs not to make reply,/ Theirs
not to reason why,/ Theirs butto do
and die./ Into the valley of Death/
Rode the six hundred." It is important
to note that, in order to face the Japa-
nese army, the Allied Forces had made

ife , The summer of 1942

massive preparations on the soil of
Assam. Armed forces were fully
equipped with numerous guns and
bullets which could be easily triggered
against the common Assamese people
taking part in this movement. Emi-
nent Assamese leaders like Bharat
Ratna Gopinath Bordoloi, Siddhinath
Sarma, Maulana Tayabullah,
Bishnuram Medhi, Fakhruddin Ali
Ahmed , Deveswar Sarma were all
arrested. As all the Congress members
of the Assam Legislative Assembly
were arrested, Sir Syed Muhammad
Saadullah KCIE(1885-1955) quickly
grabbed this opportunity to form a
provincial government. Tyagbir Hem
Barua noted that the Saadullah gov-
ernment was instrumental in sabo-
taging the movement and its role was
reactionary. According to him, the
torture and the activities of the
Saadullah government was a black
spot in the history of the province.
Kanaklata Baruah was shot
dead(September 20, 1942) at Gohpur
police station when she went ahead
to host the national flag. Mukunda
Kakati was also killed in the same in-
cident. It is reported that Muslim
gundas ( hooligans) were imported
from the Bengal Province to
Dhekiajuli Police Station to torture the
freedom fighters, especially women
taking part in this movement. Simi-
lar incidents happened in various
places of Tezpur and Nagaon.The he-
roic tale of Tilak Deka(August 28
,1942)became a symbol of dedication,
integrity and love for his motherland
when the British military sergeant
shot him point blank. When the vil-
lagers approached the dead body of
Tilak Deka, the British military fired
at the gathering and six innocent lives
were lost. However, this brutal firing
could not deter the public from per-
forming Tilak's last rite that very
night. The next day, around 300
people were arrested and all of them
were tortured.

Two incidents of 1942 are still
remembered. One is the killing of
Bhogeshwari Phukanani , the grand
old lady of the Assamese freedom
struggle who was killed by the British
at Barhampur. The British military
indiscriminately fired at the public
who went ahead to protect
Bhogeshwari Phukanani and another
young lady named Ratnamala. As a
result, Lakhmiram Hazarika,
Thagiram Sut and Bolu Sut were
killed. Lakhmi Hazarika with blood
and bullet in his chest and just before
his death took out 1 anna and 6 paisa
, his only savings , from his pocket and
gave it to his comrades to spend for
the country. Tyagbir Hem Barua
commented that with his blood and
coins, he glorified the entire freedom
struggle.
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ENGLISH NEWS SECTION

Assam Governor plants sapling as a
part of "Ek Ped Maa Ke

Naam'" campaign
4 Guwahati, RB News: As part of the
. "Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam" campaign
—" " launched by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, Assam Governor
Shri Lakshman Prasad Acharya
i planted a sapling in honor of his
‘2 mother at Raj Bhavan campus.
] j Highlighting the personal and col-
--"_Er Il ¢ lective responsibility to increase
- - green cover of the nature, Gover-
& nor Shri Acharya said, "I have
planted a sapling in my mother’s
., name, and I encourage everyone to
do the same. By planting a sapling,
we can significantly contrlbute to
our green environment." The Gov-
- RSESW ernor also called upon the people
espec1ally the younger generation to actively involve themselves in
the noble cause planting more trees and safeguarding the ecosys-
tem. First Lady of Assam, Smt. Kumud Devi, also participated in
the event by planting a sapling. Commissioner and Secretary to the
Governor, SS Meenakshi Sundaram, Secretary to the Governor,
Kabita Deka and officials and Staff of Raj Bhavan attended the event.

Officials of Raj Bhavan bids farewell
to former Governor Shri Gulab

Chand Katarla
Guwahati, RB
News: Assam Gov-
ernor Shri

Lakshman Prasad
Acharya and First
Lady of Assam
Smt.Kumud Devi
along with the offic-
ers and staff of Raj
Bhavan bade fare-
well to outgoing
Governor Shri Gulab
Chand Kataria at a function held at Raj Bhavan premises here to-
day. Governor Shri Acharya congratulated Shri Kataria on being
appointed as the Governor of Punjab and also wished him the very
best for all his future endeavours. He also said that under the able
leadership and guidance of Shri Kataria, Punjab would prosper and
contribute to the development of the nation. He wished him a long
and healthy life ahead. Former Governor of Assam Shri Gulab Chand
Kataria in his speech said that his tenure in Assam was very fulfill-
ing. He also said that the state has a rich history and its people are
very cultured with high moral values. He also thanked Raj Bhavan
officials for their unstinted support during his stay as Governor of
Assam. It may be mentioned that Shri Kataria was appointed as
Assam Governor on 22 February 2023 and served in this position
for a year and seven months. The function was attended by The
First Lady of Assam Smt. Kumud Devi, former First Lady of Assam
Smt. Anita Kataria, Commissioner and Secretary to the Governor
SS Meenakshi Sundaram and officials and staff of Raj Bhavan.

Governor visits Bhimashankar temple
‘l - Guwahati, RB News: Assam

Governor Shri Lakshman
Prasad Acharya along with
“& | the First Lady Smt. Kumud
Devi visited and paid obei-
sance at Bhimashankar
temple.Governor Shri
Acharya prayed for the wel-
fare and contentment of all
W sections of the people of the
o state.

Aman Sehrawat India's
youngest Olympic
medallist at 21

RB News: Wrestler Aman Sehrawat became
India's youngest individual medallist in the
history of Olympics after he bagged bronze
in the men's 57kg freestyle wrestling event
at Paris Olympics. The 21-year-old beat
Puerto Rican wrestler Darian Cruz in bronze
medal match. Notably, Aman was the sole
male Indian wrestler at Paris Olympics.

Sri Lanka beat India by
110 runs

n/ANley reffmenmm 1.7

RB News: Charith Asalanka-led Sri Lanka
defeated Rohit Sharma-led India by a
whopping 110 runs in the third ODI match
at Colombo on Wednesday. With this, they
won_he series by 2-0, as the first match
resulted in a tie. Chasmg a target of 249
runs, India were ALL OUT in 138 runs in
just 26.1 overs. For India, skipper Rohit
Sharma scored 35 off 20 balls and Wash-
ington Sundar hit 30 off 25 deliveries. Apart
from this no other batter could cross 20
runs, including Virat Kohli. For Sri Lanka,
Dunith Wellalage picked up 5 wickets, while
Maheesh Theekshana and Jeffrey
Vandersay took 2 wickets each. Asitha
Fernando clinched one wicket.

Wrestler Reetika lose
quarter-final

RB News: India's 21-year-old wrestler Reetika
lost to world number one Aiperi Medet Kyzy
of Kyrgyzstan in the quarter-finals of the
women's freestyle 76kg event at Paris Olym-
pics. Both the wrestlers had 1-1 technical
points after the six-minute bout. However,
Aiperi was declared winner as she scored the
last technical point. For this, she received two
classification points and won the bout.
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