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Guwahati,Rongili
Barta: It is unani-
mously accepted
that levying heavy
taxes on tobacco
products is one of
the most effective
road-map of reduc-
ing tobacco con-
sumption by the
common consumers
in the Round Table
Discussion on To-
bacco  Taxation
jointly organized by
Department of Eco-
nomics, Pandu Col-
lege, Guwahati
&amp; Consumers’
Legal Protection Fo-
rum, Assam and
supported by Con-
sumer VOICE, New
Delhi held at Pandu
College today. The
economist, experts
and the government
officials exchange
their views on the
current status of to-
bacco taxation in
details. Dr. Jogesh
Kakati, Principal,
Pandu College inau-
gurate the Round
Table Discussion
and appeal student

ENGLISH NEWS SECTION

Round Table Discussion on Tobacco Taxation

community to cre-
ate awareness
among the common
people on the
harmful effects of
Tobacco products
on human health

and life. Dr. Mrinal {7

Kanti Dutta, Pro-
fessor of Econom-
ics, Humanities and
Social Sciences De-
partment, IIT-
Guwabhati attended
and said that fiscal
intervention in the
form of imposition
of taxes on tobacco
products isjustified.
As of now, tobacco
products in India
are taxed at the
maximum admis-
sible rate of 28%, al-
though there is
scope to enhance
the tax rate up to a
maximum of 40%.
Dr. Nissar Ahmed
Baruah, Professor,
Department of Eco-
nomics, Gauhati
University said that
though taxation is
an effective tobacco
control measure
but taxation on to-

l& @ CONSUMER._
- = VEICE ™
- 1l Y ¢

bacco products in In-
dia faces the criticism
that it is not adjusted
to the price inflation.
Attending the Round
Table Discussion on
Tobacco Taxation,
Dr. Mousumi Borah
Associate Professor,
Department of Eco-
nomics, Arya
Vidyapeeth College,
Guwahati suggested
that in order to con-
trol the consumption
of chewing tobacco it
needs to be sold in a
minimum pack of 50
gm or 100gm to re-
duce its affordability
along with the in-
crease of Tax rate on
tobacco. Bedabrata
Saikia, Superinten-
dent, State GST,
Assam Govt. assured

' Social

that Govt. will im-
pose as much tax as
it can on Tobacco
products as per law.
Dr. Rijo M. John, As-
sociate Professor,
Rajagiri College of
Sciences,
Kochi &amp; Princi-
pal  Consultant
Economist, CTFK,
Washington DC said
in the Round Table
Discussion that In-
dia loses 1% of its
GDP to diseases and
early deaths from
tobacco. For every
Rs 100 received as
taxes from tobacco
products, Indian
economy loses Rs
816. Ashim Sanyal,
COO, CONSUMER
Voice, New Delhi in
his speech said that
no increase of tax for
last five years has
made tobacco prod-
ucts more affordable
and this should be
corrected immedi-
ately which will gen-
erate more revenue,

health care expen-
diture for the gov-
ernment. In his wel-
come address Advo-
cate Ajoy Hazarika,
Secretary, Consum-
ers’ Legal Protection
Forum, Assam said
that In India the to-
tal effective tax bur-
den is only about
53% for cigarettes,
22% for bidis and
60% for smokeless
tobacco, whereas,
the WHO recom-
mends a tax burden
of atleast 75% for all
tobacco products.
Dr. Angana Bora,
HOD, Economics
Department, Pandu
College in her clos-
ing remarks said
that tax rates on to-
bacco should be
monitored, in-
creased or adjusted
on a regular basis,
potentially annually,
taking into account
inflation and income
growth develop-
ments in order to

reduced consump- reduce consumption
tion of tobacco prod- of tobacco products.
ucts resulting in less

Providing high-quality educational opportunities will deter-
mine the future of India: Governor

Guwahati, November
4: “India is going to
have the highest
population of young
people in the world
over the next decade.
In this context, our
ability to provide
high-quality educa-
tional opportunities to
them will determine
the future of our
country,” said Assam
Governor Prof.
Jagdish Mukhi while
attending a book re-
lease function
on ‘National Educa-
tion Policy, 2020: The
Road Ahead (With
Special Focus on
North East India)’ at
National Law Univer-
sity and Judicial
Academy campus.
Speaking at the book
release function, Gov-
ernor Prof. Mukhi
said, “We all know
that education is fun-
damental for achiev-

ing full human po-
tential, developing
an equitable and just
society. Universal
high-quality educa-
tion is the best way
forward for develop-
ing and maximizing
our country'srich tal-
ents and resources
for the good of the
individual, society
and country. India
will have the highest
population of young
people in the world
over the next decade.
Therefore, our ability
to provide high-
quality educational
opportunities to
them will determine
the future of our
country.”  Prof.
Mukhi said that the
NEP, 2020 is a fu-
turistic manifesto
that could bolster the
growth and progress
of the nation. The
policy lays forth a

comprehensive
scheme towards re-
engineering of the In-
dian educational sys-
tem, from the pre-pri-
mary to higher educa-
tion. However, the
implementation and
adaptation of the
policy requires earnest
pursuit from all stake-
holders. Higher Edu-
cational Institutes
ought to build their
strategy in order to as-
certain the implemen-
tation of the NEP, in
letter and spirit. The
Governor also said,
“The National Educa-
tion Policy 2020 is the
first education policy
of the 21st century
that aims at re-engi-
neering the educa-
tional ecosystem of the
country. NEP, 2020 is
a step towards realiz-
ing the 4th goal of
United Nations Sus-
tainable Development

Goals which aims to

ensure inclusive and
equitable quality edu-
cation and promote
lifelong learning op-
portunities for all by
2030.” Lauding the
efforts of NLUJA, the
Governor said that
the book ‘National
Education Policy,
2020: The Road
Ahead (With Special
Focus on North East
India)’ is a com-
mendable initiative
by National Law Uni-
versity and Judicial
Academy, Assam.
The book focusses on

the North East reglon

and is expected to de-
liberate on implemen-
tation mechanics
suited to the regional
dynamics. Another,
promising aspect of
the book is that it has
endeavoured to
gather inter-disciplin-
ary and multi-disci-
plinary perspectives
to help understand-
ing different issues of
the North East and
giving their solutions
to stimulate the
growth and develop-
ment of the region.
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Photography of the Week

Mr.Nilotpal, Jorhat
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Beauty of the Week
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