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Is Patriarchy a
pandemic too?

Patriarchy
means a system of
state or society
where the men hold
the power and
women are largely
excluded from it.
The existence of pa-
triarchy in the 21st
century is unaccept-
able on many levels.
Patriarchy should
have been a thing of
the past, but in fact,
it has moved across
boundaries and bor-
ders, and has right-
fully claimed to be-
come a global issue.
Men and women
across the world are
victims of patriar-
chy. Men around the
world, feels it is their
inherent right to tell
women what to do
and how to do it and
women on the other
hand, think it is their
responsibility and
duty to listen and
abide by men. De-
cades ago, this ‘way
of living and think-
ing’ was acceptable
but today, this
whole concept
stands futile and ob-
solete.

Women, today, are
educated and are re-
sponsible for them-
selves. Women have
shifted their roles
from being home-
makers to profes-
sionals, be it busi-
ness, job or re-
search. Today’s
women, will not ac-
cept it to be a men’s
world with a gulp of
water. Today’s
women are not just
the spectators of
change but are the
harbingers of
change. Women no

Pujashree Mahanta

longer have limited
responsibilities
within the four walls of
their house, but are
coming forward and
contributing to the
economy. The roles of
women in the society
are expanding but
how far has our
mindset expanded?

In India, looking at
the population, ev-
erything happens a
bit aggressively. The
atrocities of patriar-
chy can be traced far
back to the
Mahabharata, where
Draupadi had to sur-
render herself to God,
to be protected
against the ills of men,
even after she was
married to five men
and had 100 other
men from the family
in the same gathering.
Draupadi’s Chirharan
is a classic example of
how scary it could get
for a woman when
men play the dice. As
gruesome as it
sounds, the tragic
practices like female
foeticide and female
infanticide, are still
practiced in many
parts of India. In In-
dia, the sex determi-
nation process has ex-
posed a breeding
ground of gender
crimes which in-turn
has led to its ban and
criminalisation. But
how far has it eradi-
cated the crime? The
recent incident of the
Kadam family hospi-
tal in Maharashtra,
have exposed the in-
volvement of doctors
in illegal abortions
and foeticides. Ac-
cording to United Na-
tions Population

Fund (UNFPA) report,
more that 4 crore fe-
males are missing from
the 2020 demography
due to pre- and post-
birth sex selection. The
worst outcome of sex
selection can be seen in
the form of demo-
graphic imbalance
which in turned has led
to a peculiar condition
called marriage squeeze,
where prospective
grooms outnumber the
prospective brides. If
sex education was not
considered a taboo in
India, science itself
would have made it
clear, the magnitude of
a man’s role in deter-
mining the child’s sex as
compared to a woman.
But throughout time,
the patriarchal institu-
tions have blocked infor-
mation, so men can con-
tinue being at power.
Knowledge is power and
hence, is often denied.

Being born as a woman,
is just the beginning of a
lifelong struggle. The ex-
treme bias of daughters
in favour of sons, the dif-
ference in foundational
upbringing based on the
gender of a child and the
difference in reactional
training  eventually
leads to two separate
worlds for men and
women. The crimes
against women, be it
rape, molestation,
sexual assault, sexual
defamation, eve-teas-
ing, marital rapes, acid
attacks, dowry killings,
honour killings, domes-
tic violence, etc. have
their roots entangled to
patriarchy. It comes
from the innate feeling
that is stitched into a
man’s mentality, to con-
trol women. Times im-
memorial, women have
been treated as second
class citizens but today,
the question is, is it fair?
When the pandemic hap-
pened, the world
changed. Work culture
changed. Work from
home became the new
normal but had different
meanings for men and
women. While men
could still limit himself
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Is Patriarchy a

to office work. For
most women, hells fell
loose. Women not only
had to manage office
work but had to look
after the children and
do household work. It
became normal for a
woman to sit for a
zoom meeting while
cooking lunch or din-
ner while this was
never expected out of
a man. Women ended
up doing 3 times the
work as compared to
men. During pandemic,
the cases of domestic
violence and marital
rapes, strikingly in-
creased. This
emphasises the grim
reality of situations
that women face, even
inside the walls of her
own house. Moreover,
the pandemic has also
pushed many women
to forceful marriages.

Patriarchy has even
turned women against
women. Throughout
years, it has fed women
with thoughts of inse-
curities, that women
need validation from
men. Patriarchy has
given rise to the feeling
of intimidation and has
turned women against
each other. Women see
each other as mere
competitors. It has
taught women to pull
down other women, so
one can be ahead. With
time women have lost
confidence in their ca-
pability and calibre and
have started to swear

by recommendations
and being in good-
books. Yes, it requires
a fight to be at the top,
but it is a fight against
our own shortcomings,
seldom a fight against
each other.

While men often are
believed to have es-
caped the brunt of pa-
triarchy, it is hardly
true. Men are double
impacted. They are re-
sponsible for it and
they are also affected
by it. The typical no-
tions that position men
superior to women,
have backfired and
forced men to project
as someone they are
not. The machoism as-
sociated with a man,
gradually poisons the
innocence and warmth
of a free mind. When a
woman listens to a
man, it is considered
mannerism, but, the
other way round, is of-
ten a shame. In a patri-
archy, a man is denied
certain expression of
emotions, so he can
continue being the man
or the superior. The
head of the family im-
age that a man has to
carry all the time, often
pressurises a man with
excessive responsibili-
ties.

Patriarchy is well-knit-
ted in our society and
we have to start pulling
it out from its roots to
get rid of it. It will take
years to declare our-
selves patriarchy free,

but that should not
demotivate us. First
and foremost, we need
to educate our children
and send them to
schools, irrespective of
their gender. Sex edu-
cation and gender stud-
ies should be a part of a
normal curriculum.
Proper upbringing has
proven to play a major
role in nurturing a gen-
der-neutral personal-
ity. But, to bring about
a major change, soci-
ety and the Govern-
ment needs to work in
close nexus. Schemes
like “Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao” can be seen as
a welcoming change.
Awareness
programmes at
grassroot levels and
proper criminalisation
of gender crimes is im-
perative. For long,
women have fought the
battle alone but now, it
is time to give women
what they deserve:
equality, dignity and
respect. Women are
fully functional indi-
viduals and we need to
stop seeing them
through the eyes of pa-
triarchy. They need
not be controlled, but
loved and accepted.
They need no saviours
but progressive sup-
porters. Women are
equally entitled for dis-
sent and consent. Its
high time, we change
the narrative and make
patriarchy a thing of
the past.
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Guwahati RB News:
Assam Governor Prof.
Jagdish Mukhi at-
tended the 22nd Con-
vocation of Assam Ag-

ricultural University §
held today at the Uni-

versity campus in
Jorhat today which
witnessed conferring
of degrees upon 1601
students. Governor
Prof. Jagdish Mukhi
who is also the Chan-
cellor of the University
while addressing the
graduates said, “The
success of education
lies with the fact that its
fruits remain attached
with the root of the so-
ciety so that they can
guide our society to
righteousness. The
progress of any society
in terms of economic
upgradation, educa-
tional enlightenment,
and better lifestyle
should not mean that
we get detached from
our roots”. He, there-
fore, wurged upon
Assam Agricultural
University to be at the
fore-front to use edu-
cation as the tool for
social empowerment.

With regard to agricul-
ture sector, where
growing tendency was
witnessed among the
youth to shift from ag-
riculture to service
sector, the Governor
said that Assam Agri-
cultural University
should take the respon-
sibility to transform
agriculture sector into
a highly attractive one.
He said, “One needs
service sector, but
what would happen if
adequate production
of food grain does not
happen. If we don’t
produce enough to
feed, what will happen
to us? Therefore, it is
our prime duty to
transform the agricul-
ture sector into a
highly attractive one. I
am happy that the
ICAR has started work-
ing in this direction and
has come up with the
project — ARYA (At-
tracting and retaining
youth in agriculture),
which tries to ensure
Production, Profitabil-
ity and Permanency”.
The Governor said that
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Governor attends 22nd convocation
of Assam Agricultural University
NE holds potential to usher in an
evergreen revolution through or-

ganic food production: Prof. Mukhi

. g
that Assam Agricul-
tural University will
have to come up with
an industrial model for
the students to remain
in agriculture so that
they become job pro-
viders and not job seek-
ers.” Hailing the mis-
sion of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi who
has assumed the re-
sponsibility to double
the income of the farm-
ers of the country, the
Governor said that the
country’s agriculture
sector has been con-
tributing very signifi-
cantly to the process of
nation-building. The
achievements of agri-
culture during the
COVID 19 pandemic
were also very extraor-
dinary. He also said
that Central Govern-
ment took several bold
steps to support the
farmers of the country
in recent times includ-
ing farm credits. The
highly ambitious
project under the name
“Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi (PM-
KISAN)” is proving to
be a game changer. The
government has trans-
ferred more than Rs. 1
lakh crore under this
scheme so far. The
Governor further said
that recently India
added a feather to its
cap of scientific
achievement. In the
field of agro-technol-
ogy, recently there has
been a big jump in the
form of introduction of
nano-urea by IFFCO
for general use in the
farm fields. The innova-
tion has showcased the
nation’s ability to de-
velop and produce
agri-inputs locally un-
der “Atmanirvar
Bharat” and
“Atmanirvar Krishi”.
Governor further said
that Assam Agricul-
tural University has to

play a strong role to
address the emerging
and upcoming chal-
lenges confronting the
agriculture sector. This
university has to travel
that extra mile to meet
the avowed objective
of doubling farmers’ in-
come. The North East-
ern Region holds the
hidden opportunity to
even triple the food
production and usher
in an evergreen revolu-
tion through the or-
ganic mode of food pro-
duction. The Mission
Organic Value Chain
Development for North
Eastern Region, a sub-
mission under National
Mission for Sustainable
Agriculture (NMSA) is
already in place to push
this objective. Prof.
Mukhi also called upon
the graduates and
asked them to utilize
their mental energies
and physical fitness
and work for social
transformation. He
also appealed them to
be more focussed with
their goals, resolute
with their ideas and be
committed to their
mission. The Convoca-
tion was attended by
Agriculture Minister
Atul Bora, MP
Kamakhya Prasad
Tasa, MP Tapan Kumar
Gogoi, Vice Chancellor
Assam Women’s Uni-
versity Prof. Ajanta
Borgohain Rajkonwar,
Vice-Chancellor  of
Assam  Agricultural
University Dr. Bidyut C.
Deka, Padma Shri Dr.
Kushal Konwar Sarma,
Deans, Heads of De-
partments and Centres
and faculty members.
Secretary, Department
of Agricultural Re-
search and Education &
Director General ICAR
Dr. Trilochan
Mohapatra was also
present virtually.

Patowary
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attends

ASSOCHAM'’s 5 th edi-
tion of ‘Emerging
North-East 2022’

Guwahati RB News: |

Industries and Com-
merce
Chandra Mohan
Patowary attended the

th edition of
ASSOCHAM'’s ‘Emerg-
ing North-East — 2022’
at Maniram Dewan
Trade Centre today.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Industry Minis-
ter Patowary called
upon the industrialists
to invest in Assam by
availing the opportu-
nities offered by poli-
cies and schemes of
the Department.
‘Assam has enjoyed a
rich historical status of
being an industrious
stategb dint of its tea,
oil an&f coal industry.
It also used to have a
multi-modal connec-
tivity network. But
post-Independence
situation resulting in
partition disrupted

the wvibrant trade
routes.”  Thanking
Prime Minister

Narendra Modi for his
thrust and initiative in
positioning Assam as
the gateway to
ASEAN, he said,
‘Assam is now seen as
the ideal staging point
for doing business
with the ASEAN and
Bhutan, Bangladesh
and Myanmar.” The
Minister stated that
development in infra-
structure and connec-
tivity sectors is a must
for industrial growth
of a region. In this con-
text, he referred to the
new terminal at
Guwahati  Airport

Minister..-

3

,ﬂ. L}

Multi Modal Logistic
Park, Jogighopa and
other initiatives of the
government for devel-
opment of railways and
waterways to make
Assam the preferred
destination for busi-
nessmen and investors.
Patowary further asked
the banks to extend
support in financing the
entrepreneurs in the
micro and small enter-
rises. He also asked the
industrialists to set up
EV manufacturing units
and avail the benefits of
the state&#39;s EV
policy. The minister as-
sured full support and
cooperation to all the
industrialists interested
for setting up of busi-
ness establishments in
the state. Patowary also
inaugurated an exhibi-
tion and interacted with
industrialists present in
the programme. Dr. KK
Dwivedi, Principal Sec-
retary, Industries and
Commerce; PVSLN
Murty, CMD, NEDFi; RS
Ramesh, CGM, SBI;
Pradeep Shrivastava,
Executive Vice-Presi-
dent, YES Bank; Vinit
Kumar, Chairman,
Shyama Prasad
Mookerjee Port Trust
and Mahendra K
Agarwal, Chairman,
ASSOCHAM were
present in the meeting.

Science Day observed
by Pragjyotish College

students

Guwahati RB News: On the occasion of the Na-
tional Science Day, the 5th-semester honours stu-
dents of the Chemistry Department, Pragjyotish
College, under the departmental forum ‘Dhatu’,
demonstrated different interesting and adventur-
ous chemical experiments among the school stu-
dents of Kaliram Barua Girls’ High School, Bharalu
mukh. This was stated in a press release. National
Science Day (NSD) is celebrated every year on
February 28 to honour the discov ery of the
Raman Effect by Sir Chandrasekhara Venkata
Raman. The main aim of the celebration is to share
the importance of science and inculcate scien-
tific temperament among the students through
quizzes, lectures, competitions and by conduct-
ing experiments. Students of the Department of
Chemistry, Praﬂ'yotish College celebrate the NSD
every year by doing different activities on the
college campus. This year the forum decided to
visit a nearby school to show some magical
chemical experiments. The same was performed
with the prior permission of the Headmistress of
Kaliram Barua Girls’ High School at Bharalumukh.
The college students showed some experi ments
from their text books and explained concepts like
acid-base, redox reactions, precipi tation reac-
tions, science in everyday life, etc. School stu-
dents also got some hands-on training during the
event, the release added.
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Beauty of the Week
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1
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Photography of the Week

Amal Deka
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