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Guwahati RB News: In-
dustries
merce

Chandra
Patowary attended an
interactive  session
with Information and
Broadcasting Minister
of the People’s Repub-
lic of Bangladesh, Dr.
Hasan Mahmud at a
programme organized
by Indian Chambers of
Commerce (ICC) to-
day. Addressing the
gathering, Minister
Mahmud deliberated
on the similarities on
food, attire, culture,
language between
Assam, India and
Bangladesh. ‘People of
Bangladesh an Assam
live on the banks of the
same river -
Brahmaputra in Assam
and Jamuna in
Bangladesh.’ Dr.
Mahmud stated that
Bangladesh is focused
on improving people-
to-people contact and
strengthening connec-
tivity to improve trade
and business through
waterways, railways
and airways.
Chittagong Port has a
long historical associa-
tion with Assam and
the region since the
British colonial period.
The century-old sea-
port has been redevel-
oped to handle cargo

Minister

ships with deeper
depths. Chittagong
Port is nearer to

Guwahati compared to
Haldia Port of Kolkata.
This will not only re-
duce transportation
costs but also boost

and Com- -

Mohan |
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Bangladesh I1& B Minister and Assam MSME sector builds en-
Industry Minister discuss on im-
provement of trade and busmess _tles

trade and commerce

activities.” Deliberat-
ing on the vibrant trade
activities that took
place prior to indepen-
dence through the ter-
ritories which are now
Bangladesh, Industries
and Commerce Minis-
ter Chandra Mohan
Patowary said, ‘The
Barak River used to
carry vessels from
Chittagong and other
ports of then East Ben-
gal to this region. With
the formulation of the
Act East Policy of Gov-
ernment of India, the
disrupted traditional
trade routes are gradu-
ally being restored and
reconnected through
the Chittagong and
Mongla Ports.’

It may be mentioned
that in a major devel-
opment recently, the
first 260 MT digester
package of Numaligarh
Refinery Limited
reached Silghat in
Assam from Kolkata via
river route through

Bangladesh.
Minister  Patowary
called upon the

Bangladesh Ministry
officials to offer neces-
sary support and coop-
eration for increase of
volume of trade from
Assam. ‘Bangladesh

can take the opportu-
nities of potential sec-
tors of Assam like etha-
nol, methanol, plastlc
hydrocarbon to im-
prove trade and busi-
ness.’

During the event, India-
Bangladesh trade por-
tal was also launched
which will facilitate the
business fraternity of
both India and
Bangladesh. It is a trade
portal wherein data-
base of exporters and
importers of both NE
India and Bangladesh
is uploaded and would
enable B2B collabora-
tion between buyers
and sellers of both
counterparts and also
allow business dealings
and negotiations
among the two sides.
Shaimum Sarwar
Kamal and Ms. Momtaz
Begum, MPs of
Bangladesh; Md.
Mokbul Hossain, Sec-
retary, Ministry of In-
formation and Broad-
casting, Bangladesh;
Dr. Shah Mohammad
Tanvir Monsur, Assis-
tant High Commis-
sioner of Bangladesh in
Guwahati and other se-

nior officials were
present in the
programme.

Government of Assam prohibits
strikes in Oil and Gas Sector

Guwahati RB News:
The Government of
Assam, in the public in-
terest, has prohibited
strikes in the State of
Assam for a period of
another 6 (six) months
with effect from o1/
01/2022 to 30/06/
2022 by the officers,
Workmen, Contract
Labour, Tanker, Driver
and also Khalasi in-
volved in the service in
the Oil and Gas Sector
under Essential Ser-
vices Maintenance
(Assam) Act, 1980.

Any service in any Oil
field of Refinery of any
establishment or un-
dertaking dealing with
the production, supply
or distribution of Pe-

troleum and Petroleum
Products including
Natural Gas will fall un-
der the purview of this
prohibition.

trepreneurial spirit
among the youths en-
abling them to become
job creators rather than
job seekers: Minister
Patowa

Guwahati RB News: ‘Growth of MSMEs will en-
sure employment generation and socio-economic
development of our state. With minimum capital
investment, MSME ensures maximum employ-
ment generation in comparison to the large in-
dustries which mostly rely on automation. MSME
sector also builds entrepreneurial spirit among
the youths enabling them to become job creators
rather than job seekers.” This was stated by In-
dustries and Commerce Minister Chandra Mohan
Patowary at the MSME Conclave organized by CII
today. Minister Patowary stated that in order to
create a business-friendly environment in the
state, the Assam Government introduced the
Assam MSME (Facilitation of Establishment and
Operation) Act, 2020. This will provide relief and
support to entrepreneurs from the long proce-
dures of approvals and inspections for 3 years.
He further added that under this Assam MSME
(Amended) Act, 2021 any person or enterprise
who intends to set up an industrial unit in the
notified Industrial Area shall apply for necessary
clearances/ permissions/ NOCs through the Ease
of Doing Business portal in an application form as
may be prescribed. The designated officer like
General Manager of DICCs or Deputy GM of AIDC/
AIIDC shall forward that application to the con-
cerned government departments or agencies. If
government departments and agencies fail to rec-
ommend the licenses, permission, etc. or they
don’t provide their objections to the designated
officer within 30 days from the date of receipt of
the application, such permissions, clearances,
etc. shall be deemed to be recommended/ap-
proved by them. However, approval of power
connection, fire clearance for industrial units
shall not be included in the purview of this time
limit. The Minister expressed the hope that the
MSME Conclave will bring the entrepreneurs and
bankers closer and bridge the gaps and doubts
and will fully tap the potentiality that a growing
consumer market offers. The Minister called
upon the entrepreneurs to work on potential sec-
tors like agar, food processing and ensured full
support and cooperation from the state govern-
ment in fructifying their dreams.

Security cover and facili-
ties of prospective Ex-
Chief Ministers revoked

Guwahati RB News: Government of Assam re-
voked the facilities of accommodation and full
security coverage provided to Ex-Chief Ministers
of Assam prospectively in pursuance of the deci-
sion taken by the Cabinet in its meeting held on
1st January, 2022. However the present Ex-Chief
Ministers of Assam shall continue to avail the fa-
cilities.
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